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“Full of charm, snappy dialogue, and characters you root for,
Kinzer’s latest rom-com is a perfect read for the beach.”

—RACHEL HAUCK
New York Times bestselling author of Meet Me at the Starlight




About
bBecoa Kinzer

Becca Kinzer lives in Springfield, Illinois
where she works as a critical care nurse.
When she’s not busy taking care of sick
patients or using up all the storage on her
phone with pictures of her dog, she enjoys
making up lighthearted stories with serious
laughs. She is the author of multiple titles
including Dear Henry, Love Edith which won
the 2024 Carol Award for debut novel.

Tollow Decoa on social media:

beccaannkinzer 9
beccakinzer Get updates grom Decoa

delivered right to your inbox.
Sigw up at her website.
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Hi Book-Lover Triends. ‘\"'

If you enjoy a fun romance with plenty of sparks and banter, you're in

the right place. Gracie and Noah have got you covered. Unlike my first
two books where fake dating and mistaken identities run the show, this
story is all about second chances. (And a little bit about portly farmers

and jowls.) But mostly second chances.

If you can't dlready tell, the jowl-grabbing scene is one of my favorites.
There’s a saying in the writing world that if there’s no tears in the
writer, there’s no tears in the reader. Well, my interpretation is if

there’s no giggles in the writer, there’s no giggles in the reader. Let's

just say | had plenty of giggles writing certain scenes in this story. |

hope you have fun discussing (and maybe giggling a little too) about

your favorites.

Thanks for sharing your time with Gracie and Noah. | hope their story

encourages and blesses you.

Pecoa - ( Oo“”




Meet Gracie
avd Noah

Courtesy of author

Becca Kinzer
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ROM-COM WRITER
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SELF-PROCLAIMED DADDY'S GIRL
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FAVORITE \ )
MOVIE
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Gan you quess why? HW ”Wz't rofuﬂw ‘vab

(Hint hint—uwidowed dad . . . ) BASEBALL ROMANCE SERIES

‘ —FAVORITE TROPLS —
LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT
By : /TkAll . ___SOUL MATES
Gk o e

SECOND CHANCE
HAPPILY EVER AFTERS

MORE FAVORITES /
Gracie Quote

SEASON: FALL
’ imes romavce
DRINK: HOT TEA Somefi

readers just waut a sexy
PET: CATS (RIP_MORRIS)

ACTIVITY: DANCING

jowl-grabbing sveve.

Nothing wrong wit h that.”
fun secret fact: Gracie's name was originally

Cathy through several early dragts of this story,




Meet |
Noah Parker

® Bounced around Minor Leagues il @ Food: Pancakes. Lots of them.

® Landed with Seattle Mariners Bl @ Song: Chattanooga Choo Choo
(Because of Grandma Rosie)

® Forty years old & one of the
oldest pitchers still playing

“This isn't one of your

romances where everything
gets tied up in a neat bow

This is life. This is love.

The pages keep going.”

© Known to set desserts on fire

Secret Fact: Noah’s name was originally Jeremiah in earlier drafts.
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What wnspired Tirst Love, Second Dragt? ‘

The original inspiration started one night when | was having trouble

sleeping. Scenes about a baseball player and his wife kept playing out
in my mind. What if the absolute best night of a baseball player’s

professional career coincided with the absolute worst night of his wife's
personal life? When | told my husband about the idea the next morning,
he said, “You should write it.” So that’s what | did. | wrote the first draft
years ago before | had my first publishing contract, so | joke that this story
should be called something more like First Love, Seven Hundredth Draft.

What messages or themes do you goous on in this book?

Hope is a big theme in this book. How do we remain hopeful when we're afraid we're only
setting ourselves up for more disappointment? How do we know when it’s time to move on
and let go versus digging our heels in and refusing to ever give up?

What ispired the persovalities of Gracie and Noah?
What do you love about these characters?

| think a little bit of the inspiration behind their personalities actually came from seeing the
musical The Last Five Years several years ago when | was in college. | always wished there
was a way for the two characters in that show to end up happily-ever-after together.
Well, | obviously can't help those two characters, but | realized | could write my own story
where two characters who share a similar drive to chase after their own goals and dreams
even at the cost of their marriage do find their happily-ever-after back together at the
end. | love how Gracie and Noah simply can't help themselves from loving each other, even
when they're driving each other crazy.
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What do you enjoy about second-chavce ‘
romance stories?

| love the instant tension that sparks between two characters who

share a romantic history together—and Gracie and Noah certainly
aren't lacking in sparks. Plus there’s an element of redemption and
forgiveness that always seems to go hand in hand with a second-chance
romance. | don't think the world can ever get enough of that type of
story.

What was most challenging about writing this viovel?

| always find it challenging to write a romantic comedy that is both lighthearted and
poignant, but this one was especially challenging because of the divorce and infertility angles.
| want readers to have all sorts of rom-com fun with plenty of banter and laughs, but | also
know we can't gloss over the fact that these two characters went through a heartbreaking
experience together. Finding that right balance to acknowledge the heavy topics while
keeping the overall tone of the story light was a challenge.

What will faws of romance love about the relationship
between Gracie and Noah?

Gracie and Noah can banter like nobody’s business. And whether they want to admit or not
(for a while, Gracie definitely does not) they are without a doubt the love of each other’s
lives. Any romance fan who loves the idea of having a soul mate or one true love will adore

the relationship between Gracie and Noah.

What do you hope your audience learws grom this story?

| hope they learn to cling tightly to God through everything, especially the disappointments
and seasons of waiting. By keeping a tight grip on our faith, we'll never lose reason to hope.
And as with dll my stories, | hope readers get some good laughs along the way.
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1) At the opening of this story, we see that Gracie has a hard time
accepting help. Is that something you can relate to? If so, why do you
think that is?

2) If you got injured and had to completely rely on someone from this

story to take care of you for a week, which character would you choose?

3) Part of Gracie’s struggles as a writer stem from trying to write an
upbeat, humorous story when she’s emotionally stuck in a place of

bitterness. How can we keep disappointments and setbacks from turning us
bitter?

4) In addition to Noah, Gracie, Matt, and Rachel, this story has a lot of
secondary characters. Did you have a favorite supporting character? Who

was it and why?

5.) Have you ever gone through an experience that has left you feeling
like Gracie— that it’s better to accept defeat and move on, than to keep
hoping for something that may never happen? How do you determine when

it’s time to hold on versus when it’s time to move on?

6.) Morris the cat clearly made a big impact on Gracie as a child. Did you
have any childhood pets that made a big impact on you?

7) In Noah's case, sports were a big part of his childhood. Were you
athletic growing up? Did you play on any teams? If so, how did those

experiences affect you?

Coutinued on vext page




8.) Gracie mentions that she hates writing “love triangle” tropes in her
romances. Are there any particular romance tropes you don't like reading?

Any tropes you especially love?

9.) What parallels do you see between Matt and Rachel’s relationship and

the relationship between Noah and Gracie?

10.) Would you ever want a memoir written about you? Like Noah, are

there parts of your life story you would prefer leaving out of a memoir?

Bonus question: How many song titles can you name that were mentioned

in this story?

My discussion questions:

Jot down some questions here that you want to discuss with your book club.
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Keep an eye out for a Christmas

rom com by Decoa Kinzer

Goming in 2025 grom Tywdale House Publishers

LOVE:
IN .
TANDEM

> Available viow




